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Monitoring Activity Using
Course Blocks

What are "Blocks?"

Blocks are part of the Moodle Course Page. These areas give the user information at a glance.
Courses are created with a default set of blocks enabled. There are additional blocks available.
Blocks can be repositioned on the course page, or they may be deleted.
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There are two Blocks that are very useful for monitoring what is going on in your course. Those
Blocks are the recent Activity Block and the Online Users Block. Recent Activity is displayed by
default. As things happen in the course, this block will display that for you. You can also get a

report by clicking on the link that appears in the Block "Full report of recent activity...".

The Online Users block displays a list of students who are currently logged in to your course. This
Block must be added if you wish to make use of it. The instructions for adding this Block follow.

Add a Block
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1. Navigate to your Course Page. Turn Editing on.

2. At the upper left corner of the page, find the 3
horizontal line button (the "hamburger"). Click on that
button to expand the left side pane.

3. When the left side pane opens, scroll to the very bottom
of the pane. You will see a box, "Add a Block". Select that
button.
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4. For our purposes, we'll add a Block that tells us which
users are currently logged in to our course. Scroll down the
list of Blocks to find "Online users". Select that Block.
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5. The Block will appear in the right pane of your course.
You can change the position (up or down in the pane) by . -
clicking and holding on the crossed arrow icon. Your Online users s
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Turn your editing off, your block is in place.

Delete a Block

You may decide that you do not wish to use a Block, and want to remove it from the Course Page.
Directions follow:

1. Turn Editing on (refer to step 1 of the directions above).

2. Locate the Block you wish to delete. Click on the "gear" icon. From the menu, select the last
item "Delete __ block".

3. Accept the confirmation dialog that appears. The Block is deleted. It may be re-added at any
time.
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Tracking Student Activity
Using Reports

Reports

Moodle provides several tools for giving you feedback about student activity. Moodle's Reports
offers some useful information about student activity. Directions to access the Reports follows
(clicking on an image will bring up a larger view in a new tab):

1. In your Course page, select the small arrow next to your
. A J Daniel Fenskee N
picture. From the drop-down menu, select "More".
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2. The Course Administration page appears. Note that the
middle section has the Reports options.
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3. Selecting "Activity Report" brings up a Report of all Faculty Sandbox Course
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4. Selecting "Course Participation" allows you a very Faculty Sandbox Course

detalled report about aCtIVIty in your course. You Select Dashboard / My courses / FacultySandbox / Reports / Course participation
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5. In this example, the Announcements Forum is selected, < tookbock | gmED) + |Showony  pSuillfe |svow ctions | GHEEERREN

for the last 4 days, by Students, and All actions. The result

is displayed. One user accessed this activity, some did 89 Student

not. e [ 5 ¢ o <k e ale[s[
First name / Last name All actions Oselect
Tyson Zamstorff o
Mark Zarling No [u]
Miles Wurster o

Logs

Moodle keeps logs of all activity in your course. You can view these logs. Logs enable you to see
very granular information, and you have many options for viewing logs. Generally, the logs are
used when you want information about a specific student for a specific reason. Directions:

1. Select Logs from the Reports section (refer to the directions above.)
2. You will see a dialog box where you have quite a few options. Note all the menus to select

from. Make your selections. You will never hurt anything by viewing logs. However, Moodle will
take more time to process logs when you leave selection criteria broad.
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Faculty Sandbox Course

Dashboard / My courses / FacultySandbox / Reports / Logs

Choose which logs you want to see:

Faculty Sandbox Course ¢ [more] All participants + | Alldays %+ | All activities %+ | Allactions % | Allsources % | All events + © | Standardlog *

Get these logs

https://www.youtube.com/embed/Je5ppW49d30
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Class "Attendance" In
Moodle

It may be useful to know when a student last accessed your course. Moodle keeps track of that for
you. Directions follow (click on an image to open a larger view in a new window):

1. In your Course page, look to the upper left corner to find
the button with three horizontal lines (the "hamburger).
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A list of all the course participants will appear. You can
view when each participant last accessed the course.
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If you have a large roster, you can apply a filter to search

for a specific participant.
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Enabling Student Access to
Logs and Reports

You can allow students to access logs and activity reports. Steps:

Log in to the course. Select "Edit Settings" from the gear icon:
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Expand the "Appearance" tab. Set "Show activity reports" to Yes:
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